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from the tempest of passions which in a vast and
rough sea make life's journey so difficult.
One of the things which makes Rome so uniquely
interesting is the amalgamation of paganism and
Christianity.   Of the seven hills on which Rome is
built, the Janiculum still bears its name given to it
in honour of Janus and the Quirinal of the god
Quirinus.   Nearly all the early Christian churches
were built on, or over, the foundations and ruins
of pagan temples, such as the Pantheon, where
Victor Emmanuel II, King Umberto I, and Queen
Margherita are buried, and daily Masses are said.
As in the old days the Romans had their public
worships and pagan processions, now they have the
processions with the statues of the Blessed Virgin,
and some of the saints. One of the delightful sights
to be seen in Rome on Saturday afternoon before
Easter, are the priests going round their parish,
visiting all their parishioners, to bless the houses
and the food which is to be eaten on Easter Sunday.
The priests walk through the streets attired in a
short surplice, generally edged with priceless lace.
He has his white stole round his neck and wears his
black berretta. He is preceded by two acolytes with
cassock and surplice ; one of them carries the holy
water in a valuable aspersorium, and the other
swings an incensor.   In every house, rich and poor,
the  dining-room  table is specially laid for the
occasion with the best table-cloth and, for those
who possess it, the choicest china, on which is placed
all the food, cooked and uncooked, that is to be
eaten on Easter Day.   Easter Sunday lunch is
traditional and is made quite a family afiak.   No
Roman would dare to alter the menu.  One staite